
Pacific Boychoir Academy:         
Oakland’s Thriving Team 
The French language has a wonderful phrase for teamwork: esprit de 
corps. It is the spirit of a group that makes each member want to 
succeed. We are all members of many different teams throughout our 
lives, the first being our families. OBen, this first team is followed or 
accompanied by athleCc teams, scouts, dance, leadership, work 
teams, and even choirs — yes, choirs are teams too.  Teams provide a 
sense of enthusiasm and unity, with shared responsibiliCes and goals.  
As demonstrated this year, teams pave the way to success. 

We are so pleased that you have become a member of the Pacific 
Boychoir Team, whether you have a family member in one of our 
choirs, are an alumnus, or are purely a supporter of music educaCon. 
Your being on our team has made all the difference for us, and we are 
incredibly inspired as we move into next year's choir season! 

The Golden State Warriors have given us a wonderful example of 
teamwork, both in triumph and in defeat.  We too have become a 
stronger insCtuCon, ready to showcase the giBs and passions that 
Pacific Boychoir offers the world, despite our circumstances earlier 
this year. 

Our Oakland A's have also joined our, along with Mayor Libby Schaaf 
and the City of Oakland.  These blossoming partnerships will bring 
more than just dollars, as their recogniCon will allow PBA to reach 
many new audiences.  

We especially want to acknowledge several first-Cme foundaCon 
donaCons. We owe a shout out to everyone who learned of our plight 
and took acCon, including all of you who supported us through the 
GoFundMe campaign and, of course, our special Angel Donor.    

Whatever your contribuCon, you have indeed made a significant 
difference. We are very grateful for your part in nurturing our team!  

Oh the Places They’ll GO! 

We are proud to congratulate our 
High School graduates, class of 
2019. Yale, UCLA, University of 
Colorado, University of Rochester & 
Beacon College are fortunate to have 
your many years of PBA experiences. 

     We will miss you! Stay in touch. 

Tours, Tours, Tours! 

Our Intermezzi choir visited 
Monterey in June. Performances 
included Carmel Mission and 
Church in the Forest, Pebble 
Beach.  

DomesBc Tour was in CincinnaC, 
Ohio for the Queen City Children’s 
Choir FesCval June 18-23rd. 

InternaBonal Tour began on June 
27th and will return on July 7th 
from Ireland. Follow us on 
Facebook and watch their 
performances LIVE! 

Pacific Boychoir sings 
National Anthem & is 
Non-Profit of the Day 

JULY 13 - 1pm — Oakland A’s — 
Visit Website for Ticket Discount  
& to sit in Pacific Boychoir SecPon.  

PacificBoychoir.org/Hear-Us-Sing
 2019 Gala - Pacific Boychoir Academy Alumni

http://pacificboychoir.org/Hear-Us-Sing
http://pacificboychoir.org/Hear-Us-Sing


Letter from Head of School 
A li%le over a year ago, I stepped onto the PBA campus as a 
prospecPve parent. I wandered through the halls, past the music 
room, and was overwhelmed by the sounds, the music, the 
camaraderie; learning and musicianship seemed to be this exciPng 
endeavor shared between the students and the teachers, and I 
wanted to immerse myself in it.   

Now, as the Head of School, those iniPal posiPve impressions 
have mulPplied exponenPally.  In less than a year, we have grown 
as a community, both literally and figuraPvely, strengthened both 
academically and musically, and most importantly, we have paved 
the way for a sustainable and successful future.  

Whether through our extensive media coverage or partnering with 
the Oakland AthlePcs, our school and our choirs have made a 
lasPng impression. To 
quote Oakland Magazine 
journalist Annie 
Crawford, “Pacific 
Boychoir Academy is 
rising strong… Boys 
a[ending the day school 
study music 2.5 hours 
per day, in addiPon to 
math, Spanish, science, 
art, humaniPes, LaPn, 
emoPonal intelligence 
(and Shakespearean 
Theatre)… For such an 
accomplished insPtuPon, 
the school is more 
accessible than the top-
notch academic and music offerings might lead you to believe.” 
Crawford went on to explain that the reason for much of our 
successes this year — increased enrollment, strong retenPon, and 
record breaking fundraising — is because, at PBA, “team effort is 
the name of the game.”  This is indeed a team that I am honored to 
be a part of, a team that breeds a magical and enriching 
environment. 
 
I know that you’ll be inspired by the happenings, past and present, 
within the pages of this newsle[er.  I look forward to seeing all of 
our community — our team — at the Oakland A’s game on July 
13th, when PBA will be honored as the Non-Profit of the Day and 
our choristers will sing the NaPonal Anthem.  If you have any 
quesPons, ideas, or stories to share, please email me.   

Thank you again for supporPng our PBA team.  

Summer Di[mer, Head of School     

Head Boy Reflections 
on the class of 2019 

GraduaBon is an exciCng Cme in a 
person’s life. It signifies and 
celebrates milestones and growth. 
Truly we have grown independently 
in many ways… but the phenomenal 
thing about our school is the 
endless opportuniCes we are given 
to grow together as a unit, a team, 
and a family. We are a Cght knit 
group who band together in the 
toughest of Cmes and shine even in 
a storm. 

At the beginning of this year I had 
mixed emoCons. I was excited to 
start my new year as the head boy* 
of PBA, but I was also very nervous. 
I wasn’t sure if I would be accepted 
by my peers because I was voted in 
as a 7th grader. I thought I would 
have no friends. I’ve heard leading 
can be lonely. Actually it was the 
exact opposite! 

You four, Diego, Charlie, Vale, and 
Tavian, accepted me. You accepted 
me when you could have easily 
rejected me. You helped me to 
succeed as part of a team. No man is 
an island. No one can do this alone.  
You four are the greatest examples 
of brotherhood I have ever 
experienced. Thank you! Not only 
did you become my best of friends, 

but also my brothers, and that’s 
what PBA is all about! I will never 
forget you and neither will our 
school.  

— Cadence Strange, Class of 2020, 
pictured with Tavian Roberts, Diego Pacheco, 
Vale Johnson Vigeant, and Carlo Baker-
Armenta. We are so proud of our graduaFng  
8th graders, who will be moving on to 
Maybeck High School (2), St. Mary’s College 
High School, and Oakland Technical High 
School.
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Cadence Strange and Summer Di[mer speak at 
Oakland AthlePc’s Annual Gala

*Head Boy is the only student leader at PBA who is elected by his peers. The Head Boy is a 
leader and mentor for choristers in all choirs and serves as a liaison between faculty and 
students.  



Spring Day School Highlights 
In Math, students began the trimester with an all 
school pi CompePPon. Fiih grade took the cake — 
or pie actually — with Lucas Willcuts memorizing 
over 50 numbers of pi. Brenn Farrell and Johnny 
Di[mer, also in 5th 
grade, took 2nd and 
3rd place.   
All parPcipants 
partook in the pi-day 
party following the 
compePPon.   
All grades — 4 
through 8 — 
completed units in 
geometry this spring, 
emphasizing pracPcal 
applicaPons and criPcal thinking, as they designed 
and built model Pny houses to scale. AmbiPous 6-8th 
graders even found their way into some of my old 
high school trigonometry books, paving the way for a 
very ambiPous and exciPng year in math next fall. 
In Humani6es, the middle school students 
performed Macbeth. This producPon formed the 
backbone of the enPre second trimester curriculum, 
which included reading and discussing the play, 
memorizing lines, rehearsing scenes, creaPng 
artwork for the set, and wriPng a variety of short 
assignments, including biographies for the program 
and original Elizabethan sonnets. All of the students 
involved worked hard to put together this ambiPous 
full length producPon, which played to a packed 
house. 
The 8th graders studied colonial American history 
and the RevoluPonary 
War, with a focus on 
charPng the many 
causes and effects 
surrounding the war 
and drawing 
connecPons to later 
American history and 
the modern day. The 
6th and 7th graders 
focused on literature 
and essay wriPng. 
The 6th graders studied Lois Lowry’s dystopian novel 
The Giver, while the 7th graders studied Beowulf. 
Both groups brainstormed ideas for essays and then 
draied and revised the final product. 

The 4th and 5th grade HumaniPes students used 
their knowledge of U.S. geography to plan a detailed 
iPnerary for a ten-day road trip in the United States 
and then wrote journal entries about the experiences 
they imagined having. Our students fished in the 
Everglades, visited Disneyland, enjoyed a Mahler 
concert in Tucson, and lounged by motel pools in 
more than a dozen states, refining their research and 
wriPng skills — and managing a budget — in the 
process! 
In Science, 4th/5th explored the digesPve system, 
acPng out the role of each part of the digesPve 
system as a large group, tesPng how the liver handles 
hydrogen peroxide and tasPng Amylase in acPon 

aier chewing a piece of 
bread for 3 minutes 
straight.  
The 6th grade gave their 
Science of Sound 
presentaPons, engaging 
the audience members 
with big smiles and plenty 
of audience parPcipaPon. 
7th graders wrapped up 
their unit on cells and 

began exploring genePcs and heredity, while the 8th 
grade finished their unit on chemistry, tesPng 
different concentraPons of acids and bases, using 
universal indicators to help in neutralizing both. From 
there, they took on physics, calculaPng the force of 
gravity using audacity and a string of washers equally 
spaced out.  
In Spanish, The 4th/5th grade play, El Ingenioso, a 
modern-day retelling of the story of Don Quixote, 
was wri[en by our Spanish teacher, Amy Jensen, and 
performed in “Spanglish” by our elementary students. 
Our modern Don Quixote was driven mad by playing 

too much of the video 
game Minecrai, and his 
madness led him to ba[le 
the cell towers he 
encountered while hiking 
in the Berkeley hills and 
mistake a housecat for a 
ferocious lion.  
Near the finale, the cast 
stunned the audience with 
an a cappella performance 

of Blue Swede’s “Hooked on a Feeling” — in 
Spanglish, of course! 
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Community Corner 
A Founder’s Reflection 
In the fall of 1998, the Pacific Boychoir was founded by ArPsPc 
Director Kevin Fox, Associate Directors Stella Brown and Marcia Roy, 
and Managing Director Pamela 
Weimer. However, we 
certainly did not do it alone. 
We were joined by our first 
Board President, Anne[e 
Brown and by the Farrelle, 
Morris, Price, and ValenP 
families. We were given 
musical advice and support by 
Christopher Kula and Andrew 
Brown. There were six boys in 
the choir. This was the beginning of a great adventure.   

It would be impossible to list all of the board members, musicians, 
teachers, staff members, camp counselors, parents, alumni, donors — 
and of course, the many boys — who have brought us through this 20-
year journey. The journey has had many twists and turns, challenges, 
and high points. Through it all, we have kept the goals that started us 
on the road, bringing music and joy to the lives of boys, treaPng them 
with respect while they learn to respect each other, showing them that 
hard work and striving for excellence can make a difference in their 
lives, while making long lasPng friendships along the way.   

I am deeply grateful for all those who have been a part of this amazing 
community, and I look forward to many more adventures to come! 

—Marcia Roy, Founder & ArPsPc Program Director 
Photo, lei to right: Marcia Roy, Pamela Weimer, Kevin Fox, Stella Brown 

Full Circle & Fortunate 
PBA would like to thank founder Pamela Weimer for her thoughaul 
keynote address at the 2019 commencement ceremonies. Her speech 
featured personal remarks on each of the graduates and then led the 
audience on a journey through her 20 year history with PBA. 
“At PBA, boys learn that the moment they step into a rehearsal room or 
onto a stage, all the typical day-to-day ‘crud’ melts away and what’s leB 
is YOU and the conductor and the music.  And when you sing, and the 
magic happens, it starts a spell that includes the audience... and 
suddenly everything jells and you transcend Cme and place and 
become one with the music, a part of a universal experience.  
You may not be able to arCculate it, but you KNOW it. My son used to 
say that “music was his life.” At PBA, you have discovered that music IS 
life and you will never lose that!”     

          — Pam Weimer,   
also, Grandmother of an Intermezzi chorister  

Music Community 
Connections 

This spring we were lucky to host 
Carol Copperud, a volunteer who 
iniCally became connected to PBA 
through the San Francisco Symphony, 
where she is currently the longest-
serving chorister.  

Carol craBed a course on AntarcCca 
based on her own exhausCve research 
and travels. The students learned 
about the early BriCsh expediCons to 
AntarcCca and about the unique 
challenges of surviving in frigid 
temperatures and all-day darkness. 
The 4th and 5th graders mapped out 
the exact dimensions of the hut the 
explorers lived in on PBA’s basketball 
court, and the older students 
conducted individual research projects 
that made use of Carol’s extensive 
research library on AntarcCca.  

Carol also read and discussed Neil 
Gaiman’s Coraline with the 4th and 5th 
graders and helped with both plays: 
Macbeth and El Ingenioso. She really 
became an invaluable part of our 
community this spring, and we’re 
pleased to know that she plans to 
return in the spring. 

Significant Introductions 

We are incredibly fortunate to have 
friends who stay anenCve to 
opportuniCes to introduce Pacific 
Boychoir to a wider audience of music 
lovers.  

We extend a special appreciaCon to 
Bob Hemstock for doing just that over 
many years, as well as for taking 
phenomenal photographs and sharing 
ideas with us. Because of his 
introducCons, we performed at The 
Tamalpais in Marin, Silvia Lin from the 
East Bay Opera Guild regularly shares 
our events, and several families were 
sent our way. 
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Director of Choral Studies Reflects on our 20th Season 
We come to the close of our 20th Anniversary Season with pride and disCncCon. Our Facebook page has 
thousands of followers, and our Youtube channel is watched 
by fans from around the world. This year, we provided music 
for memorial services, weddings, reCrement homes, local 
fesCvals, street fairs, the Centennial CelebraCon at Holy 
Names University, and an actual knighCng ceremony for the 
InternaConal Order of Saint John’s Cross. Not only that, but 
we performed under the baton of Michael Tilson Thomas in 
three producCons during the 2018-19 season, and sang the 
NaConal Anthem at a Warrior’s game. We brought our music 
to young children all over the Bay Area, in workshops and 
concerts, at schools and public libraries. We self-produced 
eight different concerts, including our 20th Anniversary 
CelebraCon at Mills College.  This summer our aBer school ensembles toured to the Monterey Peninsula and 
parCcipated in the Queen City Children’s Choir FesCval in CincinnaC. The Troubadors, Changed Voices, and 
ConCnuum are visiCng Ireland, where they will perform at extraordinary venues, including Saint Patrick’s 

Cathedral in Dublin.   We conCnue to be one of the busiest and 
most sought-aBer youth arts programs anywhere, with our boys 
enjoying the benefits of mulCple collaboraCons every year.  Check 
out this list! 
As we, the next generaCon of Pacific 
Boychoir’s Community, look to the future, it is 
criCcal for us to grow our enrollment.  You are 
a key part of our growth. Whether it is talking 
up PBA with a new family at school or sharing 
your experience with old friends, you are in a 
posiCon to help us build a strong future for our 
next twenty years! 

—Andrew Brown, Director of Choral Studies 
Collabora'ons from June 2018 - June 2019: 

✦   Chichester Psalms soloist with Omaha Symphony  
✦   Boris Godunov with San Francisco Symphony 
✦  Mahler’s Third Symphony with San Francisco Symphony 
✦  Stravinsky’s Persephone with San Francisco Symphony 

Sorella Welcomes Sorellina, PBA’s Younger Sister Choir for Girls Ages 6-8  

In the final number of Sorella’s spring performance, we were reminded, “We are all joyful!  Let us sing and dance!”  We 
were definitely filled with joy as Sorella concluded its second season, thrilled for the ways in which we have grown this 
year, both musically and in our community.   
We would like to extend a special welcome to our “younger sisters” in 
Sorellina, and we are extremely blessed to welcome Rita Lilly to the music 
faculty of our newest girls’ program.  Rita brings a love for sharing the joys 
of singing, as well as a passionate dedicaCon to music literacy. For this and 

so many other things, we are 
indeed joyful!  

—Natascha Bach,  
ArCsCc Director of Sorella & 
Intermezzi Ensembles

Quarterly Newsletter - Volume 1      July 2019

✦   Faure’s Requiem with Oakland Cathedral of Christ the Light 
✦   Holiday Concert with California Symphony   
✦   St. MaShew Passion with Jeffrey Thomas & American Bach Soloists  
✦   West Side Story with Michael Morgan and Oakland Symphony   


